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Austrian Academy of Sciences
Institute for Medieval Research

Division Paleography and Codicology

Main task: scientific classification of the estimated 25.000 medieval
manuscripts stored in Austrian libraries

Beside:                    digital resources for cataloguing manuscripts

www.manuscripta.at

www.wzma.at



WM-Research in Klosterneuburg

starting point: cataloguing in 
Klosterneuburg

~ 650 paper manuscripts
less than 25% are dated

• Using printed repertories for dating: time consuming
only a few hits

• Comparison: WM of dated and undated manuscripts of this collection

• Most of the manuscripts now can be dated very exactly

• Developement of the web-database WZMA



Example: Cod. 159

Distribution of different 
watermarks in a manuscript

For reliable dating: consider
all the watermarks

Problem: leftover paper



Wilten Monastery, Innsbruck
Cod. 32 02 05
fol. 327 und 328

Wilten Monastery
Cod. 32 03 10

University and State Library Tyrol, Innsbruck
Cod.   49
Cod.   66
Cod. 236
Cod. 228
Cod. 437
Cod. 451
Cod. 481
Cod. 522
Cod. 666
Cod. 763

Klosterneuburg Monastery
Cod. 300
Cod. 683

Michaelbeuern Monastery
Man. cart. 65

Austrian National Library, Vienna
Cod. 5319

Neustift Monastery, Brixen
Cod. 78
Cod. 177

Theol.-Phil. College Brixen
Cod. A 1

http://manuscripta.at/m1/hs_detail.php?ID=344
http://manuscripta.at/m1/hs_detail.php?ID=344


manuscripta.at
medieval manuscripts in Austria

Austrian Academy of Sciences

watermarks of a special manuscript

user: researchers on manuscripts
information about material
verifying dates
…

wzma.at
watermarks of the Middle Ages

Austrian Academy of Sciences

online repertory

user: researchers on manuscripts
date/locate undated paper
context between sources
…

data: manuscript/sourcedata: watermarks



WZMA
wzma.at

Austrian Academy of Sciences

Software

WatermarkToolkit -
WasserzeichenStudio

by Victor Karnaukhov (Russian Academy of Sciences)
on ideas of Alois Haidinger

Danish DB

Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts

WZIS
wasserzeichen-online.de

State Archive Stuttgart

one and the same classification

Bernstein-Portal: memoryofpaper.eu



maria.stieglecker@oeaw.ac.at

… don‘t forget to take a look at:

www.manuscripta.at
www.wzma.at

Thank you!


