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Free encyclopedia &
collaborative writing

Top 100 most visited websites 
globally (July 2023)

https://explodingtopics.com/blog/most-visited-websites

Wikipedia has been online as a 
non-profit project since January 15, 
2001 and provides lexical 
knowledge as a donation funded 
free encyclopedia, which is 
developed according to the 
principle of collaborative writing. 

Currently  there are 318 active 
language versions with over 60 
million articles. It has become a 
mass medium in terms of audience 
demand and distribution and has 
brought about the end of the great 
printed general encyclopedias. 

Wikipedia is ranked 5th in the 
“Most Visited Websites by Traffic in 
the world for all categories, July 
2023”. 
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Website Monthly Traffic

1 google.com 106,500,000,000

2 youtube.com 94,500,000,000

3 facebook.com 12,100,000,000

4 twitter.com 8,400,000,000

5 wikipedia.org 7,600,000,000

6 instagram.com 5,900,000,000
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Wikimedia Commons

• Wikipedia's main sister 
project is Wikimedia 
Commons, which is a 
collection of millions of 
free-to-use media files that 
anyone can contribute to.

• The main difference 
between these two is that 
the individual language 
versions of Wikipedia have 
a strong life of their own, 
while the Wikimedia 
Commons media objects 
are available for the various 
projects of the Wikimedia 
Foundation. 

• “Wikimedia Commons is a 
media file repository 
making available public 
domain and freely licensed 
educational media content 
(images, sound and video 
clips) to everyone, in their 
own language.” 

• “The content can be used 
by anyone, anywhere, for 
any purpose.” 
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Paper and its history in Wikipedia

• Wikipedia and Wikimedia 
Commons contain numerous 
articles and media objects on 
the subject of paper: raw 
materials, techniques, types, 
uses, manufacturers, users, 
collectors and collections, etc.

• At the 36th Congress of the 
International Association of 
Paper Historians (IPH), held in 
Krems (Austria) in August 
2022, I gave the following 
report: Paper and its History in 
the German-Language 
Wikipedia - An Inventory

• When the lecture was 
published in 2023, I was able 
to add the table of contents to 
a list of links from Wikipedia:

• I have compiled a list of 
corresponding links for about 
3 dozen languages. This has 
been updated several times 
and is publicly available on the 
IPH website: 
https://www.paperhistory.org/W
ikipedia/wiki_links_paper.pdf

• Many thanks to Emanuel 
Wenger for continuous 
support!
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Multilingualism of Wikipedia
This list of paper links respects 34 languages

bg. = Bulgarian id. = Indonesian ru.  = Russian

ca. = Catalan  it.  = Italian sh.  = Serbo-Croatian

cs.  = Czech ja. = Japanese sk. = Slovak

da.  = Danish ko. = Korean sl. = Slovenian

de.  = German lt.  = Lithuanian sr. = Serbian

el. = Greek lv. = Latvian sv.  = Swedish

en.  = English mk. = Macedonian tr.  = Turkish

es.  = Spanish nl.  = Dutch uk. = Ukrainian 

et.  = Estonian no.  = Norwegian vi. = Vietnamese

fi.  = Finnish pl.  = Polish zh. = Chinese

fr.  = French pt.  = Portuguese

hu.  = Hungarian ro.  = Romanian 
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Consequences of multilingualism

• The context of the individual articles is shaped in 
the individual language versions by the 
corresponding needs and the cultural and historical 
circumstances.

• Geographical contexts are treated in different ways 
(places, rivers, etc.)

• There are big differences in the particular people 
who are treated or not mentioned
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New focus: world of watermarks 

The question now is how well the world of 
watermarks is represented. It is about

• the  production technique (handmade and 
machinemade paper), 

• the variety of watermark motifs,

• the watermarks in different paper grades 

• the documentation methods, 

• the collections and databases, 

• the scholars etc. 
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The lemma „Watermark“ in 
different language versions
• https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wasserzeichen
• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Watermark   
• https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Filigrana_(papel)  
• https://fi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vesileima  
• https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Filigrane   
• https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Filigrana_(carta)  
• https://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Watermerk  
• https://no.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vannmerke  
• https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Znak_wodny  
• https://pt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marca_d'água  
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Elements/aspects in the different 
language variants of “Watermark”
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de. en. es. fi. fr. it. nl. no. pl. pt.

paper + digital X|X X|X X|X X| X| X|X X|X

handmade X X X X X X X X X

dandy roll X X X X X X

cylinder mould X X 

paper money X X X X X X

stamps X X X X X X

fakes X X

db links X X X X X X



Category:Watermarks in 
Wikimedia Commons
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Media in category 
"Filigrane en France"
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Disappointing results
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Coat of arms of Augsburg 
in watermarks
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Wasserzeichen-
Kartei Piccard
Band XIV 
Frucht
Stuttgart 1983

Mathaeus Mair
Augsburg, 
around 1625,
Obere Papier-
mühle an der 
Sinkel



Category:Coats of arms of Augsburg
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Category:Coat of arms of 
Augsburg on coins
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Charles M. Briquet, Les Filigranes 
Armoiries, Pomme de Pin
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How to enrich Wikimedia 
Commons? An example 
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Categories: 
▪ Filigrane en France
▪ Hearts in watermarks
▪ G in watermarks
▪ Grapevines in watermarks



Sources

Who was Louis Le Clert?

• He ist mentioned in 
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moulin_%C3
%A0_papier 

• « En se basant sur les archives de Troyes, 
l'Historien Louis Le Clert affirme que le 
premier moulin à papier, le moulin de la 
Moline est construit en 1348 au bord du 
canal de dérivation de la Seine, à 
quelques kilomètres au sud de la ville de 
Troyes, alors capitale de la Champagne. »

• https://data.bnf.fr/fr/11911552/louis_le_
clert/ 
Louis Le Clert (1835-1932) Conservateur 
du musée archéologique de Troyes, 
historien

Titre(s) : Le papier, recherches et notes pour 
servir à l'histoire du papier, principalement à 
Troyes et aux environs depuis le XIVe siècle 
[Texte imprimé] / par Louis Le Clert,... ; avec 
préface par Henri Stein,...

Publication : Paris : A l'enseigne du Pégase, 
1926

Impression : 71-Mâcon : impr. de Protat frères

Description matérielle : 2 vol. (266 p-XXIII pl., 
paginé 269-530- pl. XXIV- LXXVIII) : fig., pl. en 
noir et en coul., fac-sim., dépliants ; in-fol.

Comprend : Tome 1, Généralités. Les moulins à 
papier de la région troyenne ; Tome 2, Les 
papetiers de Troyes et de la région

Note(s) : Index, tables
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Category:Le Papier par Louis le Clert
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The scholars in the field of 
filigranology
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liste_von_Wasserzeichenforschern
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Filigranologists in Wikipedia

• https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Włodzimierz_Budka 

• https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theo_Gerardy 

• https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alois_Haidinger 

• https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean_Irigoin 

• https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emile_Joseph_Labarre 

• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nikolay_Likhachyov 

• https://uk.wikipedia.org/wiki/Мацюк_Орест_Ярославович 

• https://cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Meder 

• https://sh.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vladimir_Mošin 

• https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gerhard_Piccard

• https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jadwiga_Siniarska-Czaplicka

• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allan_H._Stevenson

• https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_F._Tschudin

• https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karl_Theodor_Weiß

• https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Wittek       
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Summary by a 
Wikipedia evangelist
• Wikipedia offers detailed information in many areas of 

knowledge, e.g. botany, geography, literature, history

• Wikipedia provides context and helps people 
understand connections

• In an open society, experts do a good job when they 
share their knowledge with many people

• Therefore, please write and revise articles in your 
languages

• ... and add a lot of watermark images to Wikimedia 
Commons!
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