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Overview

• Life of Paper

• Árni Magnússon, manuscript collector

• Handrit.is and WZIS

• VCEditor



Life of Paper

https://papertrailsiceland.wixsite.com/papertrails/li
fe-of-paper

• Paper production (watermarks, infrared 
spectroscopy)

• Paper use (case studies Bishop Brynjólfur 
Sveinsson, Hannes Gunnlaugsson)

• Paper reuse (bindings, Árni Magnússon‘s apographs)

• Make information available online



Icelandic manuscripts

• C. 20,000 extant manuscripts, 750 
medieval/parchment, c. 19,000 paper/early 
modern

• National and University Library of Iceland, Reykjavík

• Arnamagnæan Manuscript Collection:
The Arnamagnæan Institute, Copenhagen
The Árni Magnússon Institute for Icelandic Studies, 
Reykjavík



Árni Magnússon (1663-1730)

• collected manuscripts, 
charters, printed 
material

• c. 3,000 mss, 1,500 
charters, 15,000 
apographs

• copied texts,
organised and 
restructured mss
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www.handrit.is



www.handrit.is

http://www.handrit.is/


www.handrit.is and WZIS

http://www.handrit.is/


www.handrit.is and VCEditor

http://www.handrit.is/


VCEditor

• A tool for building and visualizing the physical 
structure of manuscripts using the data model 
provided by VisColl: Modeling and Visualizing the 
Physical Construction of Codex Manuscripts (co-
directed by Alberto Campagnolo and Dot Porter).

https://viscoll.org/


VCEditor

• Export HTML (gatherings, units, formula, etc.)

• Export collation formula



VCEditor

• Export diagrams (SVG, PNG) but without additional 
information



VCEditor

• Export collation data (JSON, VisColl XML)



www.handrit.is and VCEditor

• Tweaked XML with mouse-over functions for 
additional information

http://www.handrit.is/


VCEditor

Advantages

• Free and open

• Easy and intuitive

• Unlimited space?

• Flexible

Disadvantages

• Unclear terminology

• Limited space?

• Not flexible enough

• Tweak handrit.is until it works

• Exclude some information
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