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John Constable, Seascape, 1830s,
The Courtauld, London, D.1952.RW.2211
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NOT John Constable, Seascape, 1840s or later, 
The Courtauld, London, D.1952.RW.2211



Video Spectral Comparator (VSC 8000)



Edward Drummond Young, Walter Sickert, 
print, 1922, NPG x13288 © National Portrait 
Gallery, London





Courtauld Prints & Drawings Study Room and visual examination space with VSC



Paper Conservator Kate Edmondson and PhD student assistant Marco Mansi using the VSC



Parmigianino, Head of a young woman, 1521-24, 
The Courtauld, London, D.1932.RW.2387 



Parmigianino, Head of a young woman, 1521-24, 
The Courtauld, London, D.1932.RW.2387 

Shown in infrared with transmitted spotlight



Parmigianino, Head of a young woman, 1521-24, 
The Courtauld, London, D.1932.RW.2387 

Shown in UV



Parmigianino, Head of a young woman, 1521-24, 
The Courtauld, London, D.1932.RW.2387 

Shown in UV, rotated 90° and with overlain drawing to highlight hidden drawing



Parmigianino, Study for the Coronation of the Virgin in Santa 
Maria della Steccata, Parma, 1535-39, The Courtauld, London, 
D.1978.PG.367



Parmigianino, Study for the Coronation of the Virgin in Santa 
Maria della Steccata, Parma, 1535-39, The Courtauld, London, 
D.1978.PG.367
Shown in transmitted light



Parmigianino, Study for the Coronation of the Virgin in Santa 
Maria della Steccata, Parma, 1535-39, The Courtauld, London, 
D.1978.PG.367
Shown in transmitted and infrared light



© Richard Valencia Photography



Watermark taken with Hasselblad camera by 
professional photographer using transmitted light

Watermark taken with VSC using transmitted 
light and infrared

Watermark taken with VSC using transmitted 
light



Watermark rendered in monochrome with annotated measurements



Former method of measuring and photographing watermarks



Guercino, Bust of a man wearing a hat, 17th century, The Courtauld, London, D.2015.XX.2
Transmitted light (left), transmitted and infrared light (right)



Transmitted and infrared light 
able to penetrate thick mounts 
without removing the drawing





Annotations can be manually added in any colour



Slider comparison between two Guercino watermarks



Jacopo Ligozzi, Annunciation, The Courtauld, London, 
D.1952.RW.2853



Raking light with a torch (left) and with the VSC (right)



Raking light image produced with a torch (left) and with the VSC (right)



Video demonstrating 3D modelling of watermark area



Bonaventura Peeters I, View of Scherpenheuvel, 1630-52, The Courtauld, London, D.1952.RW.479



Watermark in raking light (left), produced via 3D model on VSC (right)











Video demonstrating use of IIIF to compare watermark images of two works on paper by Durer in Mirador image viewer



Thank you!

Dr Rachel Hapoienu
Assistant Curator of Works on Paper
The Courtauld Gallery
rachel.hapoienu@courtauld.ac.uk
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